E ST IMO! 


Io the Truth of 


To the EE Waals I 
Diſcipline, and e 


of the Kirk of Scotland, 


N D I 
To the National - fuck of Scotland, 08> 
AND 3 


To the Solemn League and Covenant of the three Nation” 2 
; Scotland, 2 8 Ireland, : 


__ 


Againſt chi Errors, Hereſies, Blaſphemies, and diverſe pratifes of — 
the times; Eſpecially againſt 4 vaſt Toleration now on foot MY 


in theſe. Nations, 2-2 M ο⏑ | 2 . 
By ſundry Miniſters of the e Goſpel i in the Provinces of Perth and nf. 


"Tg the Work of Uniformity in Religion; 
AND 


Ames: 13, 14, Hear and teftifie in 2 of Jach, faith the Lord GOD, the ger 

hoſts. ; 12 2 in the * 22 the tranſgreſſun. of Iſrael upon him I wil f ü 

the -altars of Bes bel, and the hirns of the altar ſhalt be cut off, and fall to the griuns, 

Rev. 1212. 2 mee and by the e 

AS. 5 2 
3 ; 


rler, Nase by the Heirs and $ucceſſors of Auirew a 
Miter to the 8 A Ammo Bow, 1" % 


FS * 

"gt Pp 
os 7 
2 mummy r vat ; . _ * 5 8 
r | 


* 
* a i» * * * z 
4 LAs * 2 — 8 k 4 wy : _ 
— * — * „ 3 N 
* 


of —_— 


9 


* 
— 


— 


09 x34 4 


* * 
od 4 
- — 
*y <7 
5 — A af 1 
© # A * 5 
; y a 4 * a # , — 6 
— 4 » * 1 * a 7 * | 4 , : 
+ : : N 1 N N FR 
E ©. = * * . * : i. » 
” _- * 8 9 . " Py 4 A OY 
4 = 
«% * 
4 us % 6 
— 
30 S. 5 0 7 
- . . £ 
„ 2 * 
4 . ö * 1 * , ; * uf _ „ - * — % 
5 
N - 
* +» 
- 2 »% * 
* Md * . 
” , 
- 
* » 8 4 
ee 4 * 4 4 f ö a 
81 4 
1222 2 — * * 
-. 
2 F 
* 
* * 
* 
- 2 
E - 
Y N * 
9 * w \ 
* 7 "_— 
* 4 - 4 -- - 
— = 
* * * . 
8 1 
© 7 1 1 " * - 
GEES vs #4 « i , 
* — 2 ” 
2 
. bs om”; \ * - 
4 * 
AR wc, wc — * * FY 0 
N . 
* _ P 
* * * — 
* 
& % - al” 6 7 ; 
* 


* * * * — — . 5 £ 


0 . 


"MN 
ag 


A Wordiof 


PREFACE 


10 — 


His Teft; mom Was VE long ago 15 as Owls of 
the Goſpe 425 are for the ng inthe Synod of 
Perth, and being brought to ſome perfection about 
fifteen or ſixteen Moneths face by jome of theſe Frethres 
and ſome other Reverend and Godly Auiniſters i the 
cond of Fife : « Copy thereof ſubſcribed by their bands ,was a little 
bereafier offered + Aeli Lord Protector bis Council in Scot. 
land, that being read by them, it might alſo have been tranſmitted 
yo bim and bis Council at London: The printing of it though ina 
fended immediatly thereafter, bath hitherto been retarded by ſever gf 
mwergents of providence, It is now ft to the preſi, becanſe, beſides 
bat written Copies are often times unco pref, and by ref, cribing ,- 
ome to he witiatedg and = 43 would mann; 


8 To the Reader. | 
bens Intent of the thing, or the winds of theſe who art defirons io per- 
wſe i1,conld .nuo; conveniently be got en, ile continu ance aud increaje of 
mery the errors and evils that E witneſſed a aiuſt therein with 
the defire of the Reverend and Worthy Brethren whoſe Letter is there- 
wvto ſubjoywed, do ple for in : Hen it cane at firif not to be ſul« 
] eribed by theſe Brethren, they themſelves do, we truſt. give « Satisfy. 
Ing account thereof in their own Leiter, wherein they do alſo give 
their reaſon for joyning ix, and publiſhing of the ſame at this it. 
If ther be ſome things in it thet dg not ſo quadrat with the preſert 
ate of the time, by reaſon of the late changes, that is not material a; 
10 the true intent of the Teſtimony, which when it was fiſt given did 
witneſs again ſt the evils therein mentioned, in the ſhape wherein it 
then found them. and it may well be admitted as a witnes againſ, 
J e, i bere being Titile'or no material ch appears to 
» The Lord tine « Bleſſeng io what is witnefled in ſimplicity 
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The Teflimany of the Minifters of the Goſpel, und.rſubſeribjng 
. *  wnto the Docfrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of the 


— Kirk of Scotland, and to the National Covenant of Scot nd, 
| andthe Solemin Lea ue and Covenant betwixt the three Nations 
e, _ of Scotland, England, and Ireland, and to the Wark 4 
t © formit) in Religion, in one Confeſſion of Faith, form bf Church 
L "Government, Diredory of Worſhip and Catechiſing 5 and 4- 
4 gainfl the Errors, Hereſies, and Blaſphemies now on foot in 
i theſe Nations, that are contrary and deftrufive 1hrreunto + E- 
A | ſpecially againſt that va#t Toleration in things Religious, lately- 
fo framed into a Law and proclaimed ikroughout this Nation. 1 


Ure Religion, which is revealed by the only begotten” 
Son, who is in the boſom of the Father, and, is 
* contained in the Scripture of Truth being the Way | 
whereby the Sons of men are taught to glorifie the | 
Lord their Maker, and to attain happineſs and ſalvation unto 
themſelves is of all enjoyments the moſt excellent and ie 8 | 
1 
| 
N 


the glory and Crown, whether of Nations or of Families, Gr 
of particular Perſons, and that which every one in his ſation 
i moſt bound to purſue and preſerve and plesd for: There- 
fore have all theſe who have inclined their ear to wiſdom, and 
applied their hearts unto underſtanding, ſought it as ſilver, and 
ſearched'for it as hid treaſures, and have judged the merchan- 
die thereof better thao the merchandiſe of fllver, and the gain 
thereof better than fine gold; and the Lords Worthies and 
Witneſſes ha ve in every generation according to their meaſure, 


eee and gar lark theaſelrey jm excellene vrelüif 2. by 1 


"4 + ” : 
” ts - * "fr " WET” 2 ; 
4 4 oO ” "OP > 5 — —— LS a 
T) 


1 


—— — — —— ä]— — — — —— ES _ - 
— . — a 


7123 5 
fervent ſupplications unto God, and ſerious endeavours with 
men, and faithful Teſtimonies proclaimed upon the higb plices; 
and when need was confirmed with their blood for the attain- 
ment and preſervation and vindication of the precious Truths 
and Ordinances of God: and ſeing we are not only Chriſtians 
profeſſion, born in a viſible. Church, and in our 
Baptiſm ſolemnly devoted and engaged unto the Lord 
to be his, and to be for him and his intereſts upon the earth: 
And therefore by vertue of our general calling” as Chri- 
ſtians. bound by the holyCommandment of the great and eter- 
nal God in our (tations, earneſily to contend for the Faith 
one delivered to the Saints, Jud. 3. and to teſtifie againft the 
things that are deſtructive thereunto, Jer. 10. 11. Amos 3. 
13, 14. but alſo by our particular calling, Miniſters and Watch. 
men in the houſe of God: And therefore upon that account, 
in aſpecial way ſet for the defence of the Goſpel, Phi. 17. and 
bound to maintain and vindicate the Glory of the Lord of hoſts, 
1 King. 19. 14. and to confeſs Jeſus Chriſt before men, Mat. 
10. 32, and to cry aloud and ſpare not, and to life up our 
voices like a Trumpet to ſhew his people their Sins, and the 
| houſe of 1/rae/ their tranſgreſſions, /a. 58. 1. and to ſpeak un- 
to them all that he commands us, as we would not be found 
rebellious unto Ged, and would not have him to conſume. us 
before men, Jer. 1. 14. Ezeck. 2. 8. And conſidering that we 
have been witneſſes not only to the many ſolemn publick Pro- 
feſſious and Engagements of others in the behalf of God, and of 
bis Truth, but that alſo we our ſelves have once and again, 
( beſides. private and perſonal Engagements) taken upon vg 
that ſacred and ſolemn Tye of the publick National Covenant, 
and of the Solemn league and Covenant of the three Nations; 
wherein we ill ſubſcribe, and each one of us for himſelf, with 
our hands lifted up to the moſt high God, Do ſwear, That 


— 


we ſhall ſincerely, really and conſtantly through the grace of 
God, in out ſeveral places and Callings, endeavour the preſer- 
vation of the reformed Religion in the Kirk ot Scotland, in 
Docteine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, againſt our 
common Enemies, the Reformation of Religion in the Kingdoms 
of England and Ireland, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Dilcipline, 
and Government, according to the word of Gad, and the ex- 
ample of the beſt reformed Churches, and ſhall endeavour to 
briag the Churches of God in the three Kingdoms, to the nes: 
reſt conjunction and uniformity in Religion, Confeſſion of 
Faith, form ot Church Government, directory for Worſhip, 
and Catechiſing, that we and our poſterity after us, may as 
Brethren, live in faith and love, and the Lord may delight to 
dwell in the midſt of us. 2. That we ſhall in like manner, 
without reipe@ of perſons, endeavour che extirpation of Po- 
pery, Prelacy, Superſtition, Hereſie, Schiſm,Prephanen eſs ,and 
whatſoever ſhall be found contrary to ſound Doctrine and to 
the power of Godlineſs, leſt we partake in other mens ſins, and 
thereby be in danger to receive of their plagues; and that the 
Lord may te One, and His Name One in the three Kingdoms: 
And that in maintaining and purſuing this common cauſe of 
Religion, we ſhall not ſuffer our (elves, directly or indirectly, 
by whatſoever combination, perſwaſion or terrour, to be di- 
vided or withdrawn from this bleſſed un on and con junction. 
whether to make deſection to the cantraity part, or to give Our, 
ſelves to a deteſtad'e indifferency or neutrality in thy. cauſe, 
but ſhall all the days of our Lives, zealouſly and conſtately, 
continue therein againſt alloppaſition - and promote che Tame. 
according to our power, againſt all lets and impediments What. 
ſoever 3 and what we are not able of our ſelves to ſuppreſs or. 
overcome, we ſhall reveal and. make known, that it my. b. 
4 ö "timely 
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3h GU piVedkb or deere. all which we ſhall do 28 in the 
fight of God, Therefore having ſeriouſly weighed the ſtate of 
4 ' Religion in this Church at this time, and the manifold injuries 
4 that have been and are daily offered and done to the Truth of 
Cod, and precious Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Na. 
tional Covenant, and Solemn League and Covenant of the three 
Nations, and to the Liberties and Priviledpes of the Church and 
N Government and Officers of the Houſe of God, by which God 
N is highly chhonoured and provocked, and the Lords Sanctuary 
* profaned, and the Throne of bis Glory defaced, and the King - 
dom ot his Son underminded, and many Souls involved in 
dreadful guiltineſs, and deſtroying ſnares day by day, and more 
expoſed to the hazard of many and ſtrong temptations. We do 
tor delivering of our own fouls from the guiltof theſe things, . 
and acquitting our ſelves in the duty we owe unto God and 
his Church, in the preſent and following generations, efpecial- 
ly to theſe of our flocks, with the charge of whoſe Souls we are 
in amore peculiar way intrufted, and that we may, it the Lord 
fo will convince theſe who are guilty, and perſwade them to 
Repentance, at leaſt, that we may bear witneſs for the Truth a« 
gainſt the evil of their way, hold ourſelves bound to bear teſti. 
mony. 1. Unto the way wherein we worſhip the God of our 
Fathers, we mean the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment of the Church of Scotland, believing the ſame to be 
| that which is written in the Law and the Prophets, and in the 
ſ Teſtament of Jeſas Chriſt, and to the National Covenant of 
Scotland, and ts the Solemn League and Covenant of Scotland, 
| Englend and Ireland, and to the work of uniformity in Religion. 
| And next, againſt all the Injuries done unto,and incroachments 
| — violations and breaches made upon theſe; Eſpecially apainſt that 
vaſt Toleration in things Religious, a miſchief lately tramed in- 
1 : | to 
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in theſe Nations, "whereby the tye and odligation 
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f bo rin Ol is wholly caſten Jouſe, aud turned imo o- 
z blivion, and countenance, and protection, 4 emen t 
tis allowed, nat only to many Errors about the ſuperſtrMures 
of Religion, but even anent theſe things that deſtroyeif the 
e foundations, and to give warning to the Lords people;efpecie 
ally to theſe whole ſauls we are called to watch for, of ſome ne. 
d ceſſary duties incumbent upon them in this hour of temotation; 
lo che firſt place therefore, We do with thankful hearts c- 
„Knowledge, and joyful lips bear record unto the wonderful 
n power and goodneſs of God, which according to the Prophe- 
e ſies and Promiſes revealed of old, That he wonld give the hea- 
o i then for as inheritance, and the ontmoit parts of the earth for « poſ- 
„ Nn unto his Anojnted Ore And that the Iſles ſhould wait for his 
d Lap, was graciouſly pleaſed many hundred years ago, and a 


- little after the riſing of the Son of Righteouſneſs, to give light 
e unto the Gestiles, to pity our fore - fathers then mancipated un- 

d to the ſervice of dumb idols, and worſhippers ef tbe hoſt of 
o Heaven; yea, of Devils and infernal Spirits, and to viſit them 
« © with the light of the glorious and bleſſed Goſpel, which having 
i- been firſt preached unto, and received by many private perſons 
ir was afterward about the year 205, received by the King and 
many of the Peers of the Land; So that in a ſhort time the whole 
Nation became Chriſtians, and was bleſſed and honoured of 
God for ſundry Generations, with many eminent Profeſſors 
and Paſtors famous for learning and holine(s and piety, and 
for their pains and {ucceſs in the work of the Goſpel, both at 
home and abroad, until at laſt, with the reſt of moſtof the Citi 
anChurches in Europe it was involved in the darkneſs of Pop 
ſuperſtition and idolatry, to which it was in bondage for marty 
years 3 Jet ſo, that there was al ! remnant through grace 


* * 
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_ who did not receive the marx of the beaſt, but did overcome by 
the blood ofthe Lamb, and by the word of their teſtimony, and 
did Mot love their lives unto the death. 


Next, We do with the ſame thankful mind acknowledge and 


proclaim that marvellous work of power and mercy, whereby 
the Lord with a high hand and a' mighty and out-ſtretched arm 
& litlle after the diſcovery ot the myfterie of iniquity, Ballon 
the great the mother of Harlots, and abominations of the earth, 
by the Miniſtry. of his ſervant Luther, and other worthy inſtru- 
ments whom he raiſed up for that effect, was graciouſly pleaſed 
ia the days of our Fathers, to ranſome this Land from the Bon- 
dage ot Popiſh tyranny and ſuperſtition, and again to bleſs it 


wich the light and liberty of the Go'pel; which tho it was ops! 
- poſed by the Prince of this World, the ſpirit that wrought! 
ſtrongly in the Children ofdiſobedience, and did animate both 


the Civil and Ecclefiaſtick powers of rhe time to refiſt and cp: 
_ poſe by Fire and Sword: Yet ſuch was the zeal of the Lord of 


hoſts in performing it, and ſo ſtrong was his Hand upon few} 


- poliſhed ſhafts, choſen- and furniſhed by himſelf, that in a few 
years, not only was the Reformed Proteſtant Religion eſtabli- 
ſhed by Authority, and Popery baniſhed the Land, but moſt 


ol Congregations were planted with the Miniſtry of the Goſpel} 


and did yield ſubjection unto the Ordinances of Jeſas Chriſt, 


and the Diſcipline and Government of the Church were eſtabli - 
ſhed; according to the pattern ſhewed in the Mount, in their 


beauty and ſtrength,in-the due ſubordination of Congregational] 


\ A, 2 


Elderſhips and Presbyteries andSynods,exerciſing their reſpective 
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powers unto edification, for bearing down the throne of inĩqui · In 


ty, andadvancing.of the Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
knowledge and holineſs and righteouſneſs unto the terror of the 


wicked and prophane, and comfort and encouragement of the 


Godly 
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Godly. In the thankful acknewledgment of which rare and 
ſingular mercies, and for ſtrengthning chemſelves againſt ad- 
verlaries, both of Church and State, the National Covenant 
d being firſt ſubſcribed by the King and his houſhold in the year 
1580, was thereatter ſubſcribed by perſons of all ranks in the 
mil year 1581. by ordinance of the Lords of ſecret Council, and 
„Acts of the General Aſſembly, and again by all ſorts of perſons 
b. in the year 1590, by a new ordinance of Council at the defire 
u- Jof the Gęneral Aﬀembly : This Covenant rela: ing unto the 
ed ll reformed Religion then profeſſed in Scotland, and more parti- 
n- cularly expreſſed in the large Confeſſion of Faith, eſtabliſhed 
it ¶ &publicklyconfirmed by ſundry Acts ot Parliamentzas it wasthen 
pe entered into with much chearfulneſs and gladneſs of heart, the 
he whole Land rejoycing at the Oath of God; ſo was it attend - 
th ied with many and choile bleſſings from the Lord; then was the 
Church of Scotland for Doctrine ſound and lively ; for Wor · 
off ſkip, pure and ſpiritual; for Diſcipline, powerful and imparti- 
ewial ; and for Government, and Unity, and Order, beautiful 
ew and comely, and well compact together, which as they were 
bliMatcended with rich Breathings, and comfortable Influences of 
the Lords Spirit upon the Souls of His People at Home; fo 
were they the matter of this Churches Commendation in the 
Churches Abroad, who becauſe of theſe gave her the teſtimony 
Wot one of the pureſt & brighteſt ſhiningCandleſticks amongſt the 

hurches of Chriſt; but it was not long ere this be»ury was mars 
Fred, and this glory eclipſed, whilſt King Jemes following too 
much the Couniels of Fleſh and Blood, and being upon the one 
ant wroth with the freedom&faithfulneſs of Miniſters. 


: 
i 
; 
i 
: 
. 
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; inÞthe other hand, deſirous togratifie the preJatical party in- glan 
the pyreducingthe Kirk of Scotland in its Worſhipbæ Government um 3 
theo a conformity with the N of Exglanaʒ did vvith the un. 
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lackiebelp & miſchievous induſtry of ſome ambitious and co- 
vetous men- pleaſing Church men, in a few years by politick 
devices, firſt, overthrow. the Government of che Church by 
Prezbyteries and Synads, and obtrude in ſtead thereof, 4 
ſordiy Government in the perſons of thirteen Erelats and then 
corrupt the purity of Worſhip,by thruſting upcncheChurch the 
Exgliſb Popiſh Ceremonies, and accordingly did his fon and 
the: Prelats preceed to build, until at laſt the Doctrine came | 
to be mingled with Arminian and Popiſh Errors, and the Wor- 
hip to be turned over into the Egliſb Service Book, and the 
Diſcipline and Government into a Book of Prelatical and Po- 
piſh Canons; which courſe ofdefection having now continu- 
ed and encreaſed for. the ſpace of near fourty years without in- 
terruption, and being backed with the Authority both Civil 
and Tecleſiaſtick, had no doubt terminated and reſolved in Po. 
pery; if the Lord when it was leaſt expected by friends, and 
leaſt feared by Enemies, had not in a ſtrange and wonderful 
way cut iſſunder the cords ot theſe Plowers who plowed upon 
the back of bis poor Church, and revived his Work and Peo- 
"And therefore we hold it our duty in the third place, to 
make honourable mention ofthe Work of the Lord which be 
bath done in our days, to wit, that in the year 1637, when 
the Prelats were in the height of their power and pride, and had 
dexiſed and procured that the Service Book and the Book of Ca- 
nous ſhould be obtruded upon this Church, and that there 
muas no probable means, and very few inſtruments by which 
theſe Cottuptiom of the Worſbip and Government of the houk 
"of God ſhould be reſiſted; the Civil Authotity being ſtrongly 
engaged for catryiog on thereof, and the greateſt part of the 
__ . Miniſtry being carried away. with the courſe of conformity, and 
* | | couchin 
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k If Qtirop the (pirits of ae oiHisServancy andpeople to witneſs - 
* gainſt theſe things, and fo to encourage and countenance them 
in their” pröcerdings: That in the Monethof Februgry in the 
n year 1638, they did, notwnbſtarding zul the threats and op- 
e poſitions of Adverſaries, which vere many and ftrong, again © 
id to revive and renew the National ovenane, which now had © Z 


ne been forgotten and burried in Oblivion for rhe ſpace of almoſt - 
r. fouriy years; and ſuch was the good hand of God upon His 
be Work and People, that within nor many Moneths thereatter, 
. almoſt the whole Land did ſubject themlelves unto the Oath 
u- of God : which was attended with more than ordinary mani. 
n- feſtations of His preſence and influence of his Spirit in the af. 
vu ſemblies of His people, and was in effect to this Church which 
o. had in a great Meaſure and for a long Time forſaken her fitſt 
14 Love, and declined from her primitive purity & integrity is life 
al from rhe dead : Neither did the Lord ceiſe to repair the ru 
on ie and build up the breach that had been formerly made upon 
o- ber, until hehaJreftored her unto her liberty and beauty in 
Presbyteries and Sy nods and General Aſſemblies, conſtitured of : 
to Miniſters and Elders, according to the rule of Chriſt, and ex- 
be ercifing theit power unto Edification. The firſt of theſe AC 
en ſemblies, which roward the end ofthe year 1638, convèeened 
24 at Glaſgow, the very place where the top ſtone was put upon 
1M Prelacy in the year.1610, did reviye and approve the Regifters 
ere Of the former free and lawful Genera Aﬀſetablies, ſince 'Refpr-- 
ich fixer trot oe io the dee ein condemn ett 
vel] dul die pretend 4nd chrtüpt Aflemblics char had changed ede 
Government, and corrupted the Worſhip ;.did rake d hne 
the rt Oaths of lntrants to t ey. colt our the Service 5 
of Oraivact6n; and tue big Com: | 


od Bok of Cidons; Bock 
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- -miſſtion;3 did depoſe and excommunicate the Prelates, did de: 
clate Prelacy to have been abjured by che Confeſſion of Faith 


at Reformation: This Church and Nation did in the year 1643 
Aon the Parliament of Euglands calling for their help againſt 


(105 


1580, and to be removed out of this Kirk, and five Articles of 


Perib to have been abjured and removed by the ſame Confeſſi- 
on, and did reſtore Kirk Seſſions, Presbyteries, Provincial and 
National Aſſemblies unto their full integrity, and their Members 
Priviledges, Liberties, Powers and juriſdictions, as they are 
conſtituted by the Book ot Policy, regiſtrated in the Books of 
the Aſſembly 1582, and ordained to be ſubſcribed 1590, 1591 
and make ſundry other laudable Acts aud Conſtitutions, tend - 
ing to the purging of the Church, and advancement and ſetle. 

ment of the Work of Reformation. And though this Aſſembly 


and the Neterminations thereof, were afterwards much oppoſed 
by the Popiſh, Prelatical and malignant party, yet did the Lord 
fo countenance His Servants and people in this Land and Hig 
Work in their Hands, that the Reformation was fully eſtabli⸗- 
ſhed, and at laſt ratified and confirmed both by King and par- | 
liament in the year 1641. Then was there a ſweet combinati. | 
on of Truth and Peace in the Land, and the Lord did in a good 
-meaſure pour His Spirit from on high, by which the wilderneſs 
was turned into fruitful fields, and the fruitful field into a for- 
reſt ; in contemplation of which wonderful mercies and bleſ- 


{ings of God, that they might teſtiſie their thankſulneſs for the 


Tame, and fecure them ſo far as did ly in them unte their poſte. 
rity,.and lend a helping hand unto their Brethren in England, 


who then were wreſtling in the fire againſt the unjuſt violence 


and cruelty ot the Popiſh, Prelatical and Malignant party; who 
by their evil counſels, had ſtirred up the King firſt to forſake, 
and after watds to make war ag inſt the Parliament then loeking 
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the common! Enemy, propound unto them, that there mighe 


be a ſolemn Covenant entered inte by all the three Nations of 
Scotland, England and Ireland, which being agreed upon, was 
accordingly proſecuted and carried on in all the three Nations 
Therefore, as we do from our ſouls bleſs the Lord, who 
did put ſuch a thing into the Hearts of his people, to engage 
themſelves in a Covenant to his Holy and Bleſſed Majeſty, and 
one to another in {ſubordination to Him, in order to theſe things 
that concern Truth and Holineſs and Righteouſneſs ; ſo we do 
hold our ſelves bound toteſtifie our cordial approbation of, and 
real adherence unto that memorable and never to be forgotten 
Solemn League and Covenant of Scotland, England and ſreland; 
being perſwaded in our minds and convinced in our Conſei- 


ences, that it is a duty for people and Nations who profeſs the 
Name of the Lord, to enter in Covenant with Him : this be- 


ing indeed the firſt and great Commandment ot the Law, that 
we ſhould have no other gods before Him, and that we ſhuuld 
avouch the Lord to be our God, and to walk in His Ways, and 
to keep His Statutes, and H's Commandments,&hi> judgmeuts - 
to heraken toHisVoice, Exod. 20. 2.3: D. a. 26. 16, 17, 18. 1 9. And 
that whereof we have many memorable and praiſe-worthy-pres- 
cedents in the Book of God, eſpecially when a people were cal- 


led to repent and turn unto God after publick backſlidings and 


defection; or were ſeeking a right way for eſtabliſning of them- 

ſelves in the midſt of ſnares, or of engaging ot the Lord to help 
them in ſtraits, and ſtrengthen them unto great and eminent 
Undertakings, or to expreſs their thankfulneſs for great and 


wonderful Mercies & Deliverances, Dent. 29. 1, 2. Chen. S- I/, 


13 14, 15. 20hr. 29.10. 20 hr. 34.3 1,32. Neh 9 38, Neh. Io ag. c . 
And being no leſs perſwaded in our Minds &convinced in our 
Conſciences, that our Sole mn League and Covenant in the year 
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6435 , for the motten juſt and warrantable for the ends nectſ- 
* — forthe time ſeaſona ble, and for the par- 
ties honourable the mattet and ends are all theſe precious things 
thbat ate involved in pure Religion, true Liberty, and a well 
grounded Uni formity in the former, and Union and Perce in 
the latte ; or, (to ſpeak it in the words of a Reverend Di- 
vine ) this Oath is ſuch, and in the matter and Conſequence ot 
it ot ſuch concernment, as we can truly ſay, it is worthy of 
-vs 3 yea, of all theſe Kingdoms, yea of all the 
Kingdoms of the World, for it is ſwearing ſeal, 
ty and alledgeance unto Chriſt the King of Kings, and a giv. 
ing up ot all theſe Kingdoms which are his Inheritance, to be 
ſubdued more to his Throne and ruled more by his ocepter u. 
pon whoſe ſhoulders che Government is laid, and in the exer. 
eile of whole Government and Peace there ſhall be no end; 
the parties are the true God, the living God, the everlaſting 
King, glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, and doing won. 
ers; and the three Kingdoms of Scotland, England and Ireland 
*:*who:though as all the Nations in compariſon of Him, are but 
4 the drop of a Bucket, and vanity and leſs than vanity and 
nothing: yet ſuch as through His Grace were amongſt the firſt 
fruits of the Gentiles, and are for the Knowledge and acknow.] 
ledgement of Jeſus Chriſt, in Name and Fame parallel unto, i 
not beyond any Kingdoms of the World ; the Seaſon was the 
depforable eſtate of the Church and Kipgdom of Ireland, and 
_ "the diſtreſſed Ettaie of the Church and Kingdom of England, 
>and/ the ;dangerons eſtate cf the Church and Kingdom of Set- 
Ana that we. may truly ſay (with the Reverend Divine alrea- 
dy mentioned. q ſuch an Oath for matter, perſons and other cir- 


1 deu mſt mces, the like hath not been in any. Age or Oath we read 
_ --of in ſacred or humane ſtories, yet iuſficiently warranted in 
1 : | both 
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both. This Solemn League and Covenant as it was actually 
ſworn, and taken by the whole body of Scoiland from the high» 
eſt to the loweſt, ſo alſo by the Honourable Houſes of the Par- 
liament of Exgland, the-Aſſembly of Divines, the renowned 
City of London, and multitudes not only of the people but of 
perſons of eminent Rank and quality throughout that, 
Nation, and the Nation of Ireland, and all this by the 
Authority and perſwaſion of the powers Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtick ; who can have forgotten how deliberatly it was 
reſolved? how unanimouſly it was concluded? how joy fuly 
it was received and intertained.? the reſpective Authorities of 
Church and State in Scoiland, did all with one voice approve 
and imbrace the ſame, as the moſt powerful mean by the bleſ- 
ſing of God, for ſettling and preſerving the true ProteſtantRe- 
ligion with perfect peace in theſe Nations, and propagating the 


' ſame to other Nations ; and after taking of the {ame themſelves, 


did ordain it alſa to be with publick humiliation, and all Re- 
ligious Solemnities, received, {worn and ſubſcribed by all Mi- 
niſters and Profeflars within this Kirk, and Subjects within this 
Kingdom; which was accordingly done by the whole body of 
the Land, and in many perſons andCongregations attended with 
the feelings of that joy, and comfortable influences of rhe Spi- 
rit of God in the inlargements and meltings of hearts, which they 
did find in ſo great meaſure upon the renovation of the Natio- 
nal Covenant, in the year 1638. And this ſolemn Oath of 
God being already taken by the honourable Houſes of the Par- 
lament of England, by the renowned City of Lendon, and by 
the Reverend Aſſembly of Divines, the Lords and Commons 
in Parliament, upon the account of its being thought a fit and 
excellent means to acquire the favour of Almighty God towards 
the three Kingdoms, of England Scotland, and Ireland, and 
1 . C 3 Ike ways 
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rr 8 
ke wiſe to unite them, and by uniting, to ſtrengthen and for- 
tifie them againſt the common eremy, and the true Reformed 
Religion, peace and proſperity of theſe Kingdoms; Did Or. | 
der and Ordain, That the fame Covenant be ſolemnly taken 
throughout the Kingdom of Egle, and Dominion of Wales, 
and did condeſcend vpon Directions and Inſtructions for the 
better and more orderly taking thereof by all the Officers and 
Souldiers, by the Counties and Committees, by the Univerſities, 
by the Miniſters and Parochine then under the power of the 
Parliament: And as by theſe Inſtructions: the Declaration of 
both Kingdoms joined in the Armies for the vindication and 
defence of their Religion, Liberties and Laws, againſt the Po- 
piſh, Prelatical and malignant party, (in which ſuch as would 
not take the Covenant, are declared to be publick enemies to 
their Religion and Countrie, and that they are to be cenſured i 
and puniſhed as profefſed Ad verſaries and Malignants) was 
appointed to be publickly read: So for the better encourage- 
ment of all ſorts of perſons to take the Covenant, it was in the 
ſame inſtructions recommended to the Aſſembly of Divines, co 
make a brief declaration by way of exhortation to all ſorts of . 
perſons to take it, as that which they judged not only lawfu), M1 
\ 


bat all things conſidered ) exceeding expedient and neceſſary, 
and to be a ſingular pledge of Gods gracious goodneſs to all the 
three Kingdoms, In obedience to which, the Aſſembly did 
frame an exhortation, wherein they do not only hold forth 
the lawfulneſs of the Covenant, and take off ſuch ſcruples and 
objeftions, as did then ly moſt in the way of the taking of it; 
but do alſo preſs it as the ſoveraign and only means to recover 
an imbroiled and bleeding remnant. And upon theſe grounds 
and according to theſe Preſcripts, was that ſolemn Covenant 
taken by multitudes of perſons of all ſorts, many of which did 
re oice it 


C 
F 
i 
1 
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newing and reviving the Church of Chriſt in England and Tre- 
land, and preſerving the Church of Scotland, and begetting 
Nations and Churches abroad, for advancing the Kingdom of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and bearing down the Kingdom ot Antichriſt, 
Neither can it be forgotten, how by the ſame Authority, it is 
appointed to be ſubſctibed by perſons of all Ranks ſeverally, 
writting their Names or their marks, to which their Names are 
to be added in a parchment Roll or 2 Rook, whereunto the 
A Covenant is to be inſerted purpoſely to be provided for that 
end, and keepedas a Record in every Parochine: and how a 
a little thereafter it was afterwards ordered by the Honourable 
{ Houſe of Commons, that the Solemn League and Covenant be 
on every day of Faſt and publick Humiliatien, publickly read 
Tin every Church and Congregation within the Kingdom, and 
0 that every Cangregation be enjoyned to have one of the (aids 
of MCovenants fairly printed. in a fair Letter, in a Table fitted to 
ul, Mhang up in ſome place of the Church to be read; which.things 
ry, ¶ wanted not their due effect in many places: And why ſhould 
we not allo mention the mighty power and loving kindneſs 
lid of the Lord, teſtifying from Heaven in his Works ofProvidence 
th His Approbation ot what was done bybisPeoplein theſe chings 


nd According to His Word, who knows not how from that day 
it; Had upward the Lord went forth with his People and their 
ver ¶ Armics, and that the Enemy was not able to ſtand before them 
10s but did fall under them until they were foiled and wholy bras 
int ken to pieces. Theſe things we mention, to ſtir up and en- 


rertain in ourſelves and others the honourable and due eſtima- 
8 * 2 2 & 44 OO . | 
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rejoice at the - Oath, of God, and did look upon it as a moſt 
ins branch ot hope holden forth by the Lord, for re. 


and bringing forth great and honourable things amongſt the 


* 
. * o 


| 
] 
| 
| 
jd 
| 
1 


—— — 


thus well warranted by precepts and precedents from the word 
of the Lord, thus rationally and ſtrongly urged by the Autho- 
rities in both Nations, thus ſolemnly ſworn by ſo many theu- 
ſands, thus ſealed and atteſted in the Conſciences of fo many 
gracious Souls by lively Communion and fellowſhip with God, 
In bringing themſelves under the Bond thereof, and thus bleſ- 
ſed and countenanced of God with ſuch outward deliverances 
and Succeſſes ; and to make it appear that it is not without 


- - Cauſe that we judge the Obligation thereof ſtill to be in force, 


and that we do witneſs and profeſs our adherence thereunto, | 
for our parts, tho we do not judge all the matters contained | 
therein to de of the ſame importance and weight, ſome of them 
being Religious, others-Civil only, nor all the Articles there- 
of to be of the ſame nature, ſome of them being abſolute and 
binding abſolutely, others being conditional and binding cons 
ditionally only Yer we do judge our ſelves, and the par- 
ties engaged therein, and who have taken it to be ſtil] firmly 
bound to endeavour according to our and their places, the 
performance of the ſeveral things therein contained and ſworn} 
according to the common and plain ſenſe of the Words and 
natute of the obligation therein expreſſed, and that no perſon 
nor power uponEatth can diſpenſe or abſolve either themſelves} 
8 17 7759.0 the Bond and Tye of the ſacted Oath of the moſt? 
an G . | 
48 in the firſt place, We do teſtiſie for, and bear record unto ſo 
much of the Work of Unifcrmity in Religion, as was attained 
by the Reverend Aſſembly ot Divines at London, and the Com: 
miſſioners of tae Kirk of Scotland, in one Confeſſion of Faith 
Form of Church Government, Directory of Worſhip, and Ca. 
techiſing, and ratified and approven by the General Aſſe mblieſ 
; ol this Church and Parliaments: of this Kingdom, in fo * 


2 


| E 5 
rd did concern them, judging the ſame to be ſound and agreeable 
o. to the rule of the Word of God, end to bein ſo far the reſult 
u- ofone of theſe great Duties whereunto we are obliged by Co- 
ny venant, to wit, toendeavour to bring the Churches of God in 
9, & theſe three Kingdoms, to the neareſt conjunction and uni for- 
eſ- mity in Religion, Confeſſion of Faith, Form of Church Go- 
ces vernment, Directory for Worſhip, and Catechiſing, that we 
ut and our poſterity after us, may as Brethren live in Faith and 
ze, Love, and the Lord may delight to dwell in the midſt of us; 
to, ¶ and being followed and practiſed to be ſuch as would ſingularly 
ed contribute for the Honour and Glory of God, and the edify ing 
m of the Churches of Chriſt in theſe Nations, in the Knowledge 
re- ¶ and beliet of the Truth, purity of Worſhip, ſtrength of Diſ- 
nd cipline, unity ot Affection, and power of Godlineſs, and to 
n* & the taking away and ſuppreſſing all things that are contrary, 
r- thereunto. ? | ; 
Having now born Teſtimony: for, and profeſſed our adhe. 
he rence unto the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government 
ru of the Kirk of Scotland, and to ſo much of the Work of Unifor- 
nd mity, as was attained with Exglind, and to the National Co- 
on venant of Scotland, and to the Solemn League and Covenant 
es of Scotland, England and Ireland. We hold it our Duty in 
oſt the next place upon the grounds, and for the ends already ſet 
down, as to profeſs our adherance to the Teſtimonies formerly 


— 
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ſo given by our ſelves and others of the Lords Miniſters and peo- 
edi ple, of the proteſting judgment in this Land, ſince the Moneth 
m/ of September in the year 165,1,concerning the Actings of the pre- 
th (ent Powers againſt-this Nation and Church; So allo at this 


time, to beat witneſs - againſt the things now on foot in theſe 
Nations, that are contrary.and deſtructive unto the Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government, Uniformity and Cove - 


10 nants already mentioned: And therefore, _ 
| | 8 1. - 
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1. We do profeſs our abhorrence of the remnant and root of 
that Popiſh, Prelatical and Malignant ſpirit, which notwith- 
ſtanding of the Lords witneſſing againſt it in a moſt eminent 
way, now fornear twenty years in theſe Nations, both by His 
Word and Works, yet doth not only lodge and lurk in thou- 
lands, but brea & forth in many, untothe oppofing of Godlineſs 
and the Work of Reformation, and in taking hold of every 
ſhaddow of opportunity that ſeemeth to contribute tor reviving 
and promoving the old Malignant lutereſts and deſigns againſt 
Religion and Liberty : And we cannot bur bemoan that that 
Spirit in the aCtings thereof, as it ſtandeth in oppoſition to 
Godlineſs, and the precious Truths and Ordinances of Jeſus 
Chriſt, is too much connived at, by which it cometh to paſs that 
Popery grows and ſpreads, and that Malignant men caſt off 
the Yoke of Diſcipline, and ſet up Paſtors according to their 
own Heart, and bear down the Godly and the Work of GO 
in many places; yea, we cannot but bemoan, that many ſuch, 
through their feigned forwardneſs and counterfeit zeal to pro- 
move the intereſts of Church and State, have ſcrewed themſelves 
into places of Power and Truſt in both, and labour to infuſe 
but too much ot that ſpirit into the very vitals of Government, 
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did (who after he had overcome the Edomites, did bow down 
and worſhip their gods, 2 Chron 25. 14.) unto the involving 
of the Land again in ſinful Complyances with the Malignant 
| party, contrary to the ſolemn publick Confeſſion of fins and 
and engagement into Duties, in the year 1648, ta which (olemn 
confeſſion of fins and engagement unto Duties, we do alſo judge 
our ſelves bound to bear teſtimon, and to profeſs our adherence 
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deſigning no doubt, to do by fraud what they have not been 
able to do by force, by making us do as Amazia King of Judah 
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2. We do diſclaim and teſtiſie againſt all that huge ſwarm” 


of Errors, and Hereſtes, and Blaſphemies that have been broa+ 


ched; and havebroken out in thele Nations in our days; whe- 


ther ſuch as deny and oppuę ne the Divine Authority of the ho. 
ly Scriptures, or the Sacred Trinity of Perſons, Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, in the bleſſed unity of Eſſence and Being, one 
infinite, eternal and Almighty God, the Deity of the Son, of 
God, the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt, Gods holy and eternal 
Decrecs of Election and Reprobation, thæCreation of the world, 
the beeing of good and evil Angels, Original ſin, the immor- 
tality of the Soul, the Reſurrection of the Body, the day of. 
Judgment, eternal Life and eternal Death, the two Natures of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the union thereof in one Perſon, the real me- 
ric and ſatisfying vertue of his Death and Paſſion to take away. 


fin and wrath, and redeeming of Souls from the guilt 


and bon» 


dage thereof, and theſe only who are given to Him of the Fa- 
ther, and not all and every individual man, or the impotency 
and deadneſs of mans will to all ſpiritual and ſupernatural good: 
or the true nature of Faith, or juſtification by the tree grace of 
God through the imputed Righceouſnets of Chriſt taken hold 


ot by Faith, or the uſe of the moral Law to Believers, 
ing of ſin and of a Body of death in Believers, or the 


the inbe 
ir confef.. 


ſing and acknowledging of (in, and praying unto God for par. 
don thereof, or their being chaſtiſcd of God for their ſins, or 
the Ordinances of Chriſt as ſuperfluous and not neceſſary to a: 
Saint, or the morality of the Lords Day, or the baptiſing oſ 
Infants born within the Church, or the lawfulneſs of Oaths, or 
degrees prohibited in Mariage, Levit. 18. the Government: 


ot the Houſe of God by Presbyteries and Synods, an 


ever is contrary.to the Law and t o the Teſtimony under What: 


ſoever Names or Forms, whether. Athe. ſm,, Antiſc 


d what(o- 


ripturilm,, 
Arianiim, 
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are vented and many of them countenanced and encouraged 
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Scepriciſm, Sotirianiſm,Popery, Pelagianilm,Familiſm, Arminianilm 
: Antinomianilm. Libertiniſm Anabaptiſm, Eraſtianiſm, Flacy, Se- 
Paratiſm, In dependency; and N 8 
Aby the Word of God, that hath been publiſhed in thele 
Nations theſe years paſt, or is on foot therein at 


particulars whereot being ſo many and various, would be te. 
dious and irkſome to enumerate; Yea, as we do diſclaim and 
teſtifie againſt all of theſe ; ſo we judge that many of theſe ate 


for their groſſeneſs to be abhorred,and do wiſh that they could 


tor ever be buried in immortal oblivion, never to be mentioned 
nor heard of any more in the Churches of God; but when they 


unto the provecking of the God of Truth in a high meaſure, 
to theaffrontingand troading under foot His precious Truth and 
Ordinances to the ſubverting & deſtroying ot many ſouls, to the 
reproach of thechurches ofChriſt at home, & ſeandalizing of theſe 
that are abroad, to the grief of theGodly and inſulting & mock- 
ing of the profane, to the amazement of Friends and joy and 
rejoicing of Adverſaries, who can hold his peace? Nay we 
are afraid that God will in ſome eminent way, declare his wrath 
from Heaven againſt theſe Lands, becauſe of that curſed mon- 
ſtrous brood of Errors, Hereſies and Blaſphemies that hath been 
hatched and bred up therein theſe years paſt, and alas with too 
little Contradiction, would to God not too much congivance 
and countenance from theſe who might have done much for 
cruſhing that cockatrice in the ſhell. n af | 
3. As we do profeſs our diſſatisfaction that the Civil Powers 
ſhould take upon them by themſelves ordinarly to preſcribe 
publick Humiliation and Thankſgiving, with theCauſes and dyets 
thereof to all the Miniſters and Members of this Churchas being 
contrarie to the well warranted priviledges and conſtant prac- 
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whatſoever els that is condem- 


this day ; the 
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tio of the Church ĩt ſelf, and in its own nature introductory 
to gester enctoachments, and putting into the hands of the 
Civil power, the madelling of the publick Worſhip of God, 
and things moſt properly Eecleſiaſtick 3 So we deſire with th 
ſobriety that becomes Chriſtiaps, and that faichfulneſs and 2e 
that becomes the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to bear witneſs againſt 
-thoſe Injuries that are done to the true Reformed Proteſtant 
Religion, profeſſed in this Church, and-holden forth in our 
Conteſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, and Directories for Wor- 


by the late Parliament at Weſt win ſter to hi> late Highneſs, and 
conſented unto by him in the Article concerning Religion, and 
now homologated by the eſtabliſhment made of that Govern- 
ment in the perſon of his Son according thereto. 1. Becauſe 


na mp .o K... fo i 


ligion, as it is contained in the holy Scriptures ot the Old and 
New Teſtament, de held forth and aſſerted for the publick 
profeſſion of theſe Nations Yet by preſcinding from allo 
former Conleſſions of Faith, and attainments in the work 
Reformation, and by providing that a Confeſſion of Faith yet 


I a . 


ing to the rule aud wartint of the Scriptures, be aſſerted, held 
forth; andrecommended to the people of theſe Nations, it doth. 
wave and caſt louſeslltheſe former attainments and Confeſſions 
of Faith from being the teſſera of our publick profeſſion, and 
import a very great Reflection upon the Religion, which ſince 
the Reformation from Popery hath been profeſſed amongſt; us, 
and giveth-no; ſmell ſcandil to the Churches of God at home 


ts and abroad, and no ſmall Advantage to Papiſts and other Ad- 
ig Nverſaties, by miniſtring unto them but too juſt occaſion to think 
c- Ead ſay, that after a hundred years profeſſing of the Proteſtane 
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ſhip, and Government, by that late Petition of Advice offered = 


that Article, though it do provide that the true Proteſtant R- | - i 
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Religion, we have it and the Confeſſion of our Faith thierea- 


nent yet to ſeek, and to be dejermined upon; yea, it leaveth it 
doubtful, what is or may be underſtood by the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion mentioned in the Article, whether that Calviniſm, or 


' Liatheraniſm, or Arminianiſm, or any other that layeth claim to 


the name of the Proteſtant, or ſome complex of all or more of 
theſe, or the things wherein all of them do agree, laying aſide 
the things wherein they differ. 2, Becauſe-the determinations 
concerning Religion made in that Article, though reaching to 
Scotland; no leſs than to Exgland and Ireland, were enacted and 
eſtabliſhed in a Law, not only without the previous determi. 
nation of «Synod ot Aſſembly of this Church, but allo with. 
out ſo much as advice taken or conſultation with any of her 


Synods and Aſſemblies; yea, whilſt ſome of her Miniſters were 
earneſtly defiring and pteſſing the contrary, and that any Civil 


power ſhquld at the firſt inſtant, eſpecially in a Chureh conſti- 


1 tuted; whole eſtabliſhed Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and 


Government, they are bound not only bythe common tye of 
the Magiſtrats duty, but alſo by the 'particular Oath of God, to 
preſerve inviolable, take upon them of and by themſelves to de- 


termine things of ſo intimate and important-concernment to 


Religion; yea, take up in them to caſt louſe their former good 
and praiſe- wotthy ſettlements, and to determine the publick 
confeſhon of that Church and Narion, ( as is hinted in that Pe- 
tition of Advice) we conceive to be contrary to the Word of 
God; which hath put into the hands oſ the Officers of his own 


| houſe (and nor into the hands of the powers of the World) 


the Keys of his own houſe, whether che Key of Knowledge,or 
Doctrine that conſiſts in expounding and preachingof the Word 
and determining controverſies of Faith; according to the rule 


of che Scriptures, or the key of order and decency; by which 


Circym- 


determined, according to the general Rules of the Word, cogs 


* 


Circumſtances of order and worſhip in the Houſe of God ate 


cerning Order and Decency, or the Key of Diſcipline for ex» 


erciſing of Church Cenſures upon the ſcandalous and obſti nate 


or the Key of ordaining and ſending forth of Church Officer 

tor ſpiritual Services and Miniſtrations in the Houſe of God, 
Matth. 16. 19. John 20, 23. Mal. 2. 7. Dent. 17. 9, 10, 
11, Levit. 10, 10. Ezek. 22. 26. Exch, 33. 23, 24. Rev. 2. 
2, 14, 15. As 15. 6, Oc. AF. 16. 4. John 18. 36. 2 Chrow, 
26. 16, Ge. and to be contrary to the Confeſſion of the Faith 
and conſtant tenor of the Doctrine of this Churcb, and former 
good and laudable Laws of the Land, as will appear from the 


large Conſeſſion of Faith in the head of Counſels, (to which 


alſo agreeth the Confeſſion. of Faith, firſt agreed upon by the 
Aſſembly of Divines at Weilminſter, Anno 1646 in the head 
of Sy nods and Councils, and in the head concerning the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate» } and the Ramouſtrances and Declarations of 
the General Aſſemblies of this Church, - particularly: from the 
Declaration of the General Aſſembly, again the unlawful En- 
gagement in war againſt Exgland, Anno 1648, and from ſeveral 
Acts of Parliament, particularly from the firſt Act of thetweltth 
Parliament of King Janes, bolden at Edinbyrgh, June 5 1592. 
yea to be contrary to the Confeſſions of Faith and body ofatie 


Doctrine of the Proteſtant Churches, which do generally and 
harmonieufly teach an Eccleſiaſtick power in the Officers ofthe 


Houle of God, :diſtin& from, and independent upon tbe Ci- 
vid, powers, to which belongeth the exerciſe and: uſe of the 
Keys of the Kingdom. of Chriſt: And therefore ft the Civil 


power to aſſume it, is to tranſu reſs the bounds, and to remove 
the Land marks which are ſet by God, againſt which the faith- 


ful men of God who lived 8 this Church in the days df our 
Wh i ; 2 . | Fas 
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Fathers, did witneſs in the midſt of difficoliies and dangery; 


g- We hold our ſelves bound to witneſs againſt that Articte; 
auſe of the Toleration of many Errors and Herefjes, and 
things that are contrary to (ound Doctrine and the power of 
Godlineſs that is therein framed and eſtabliſhed in a Law, to 


wit, ot all theſe that are conſiſtent with proteſſine faith in God 


the Father, and in Yeſus Chriſt his eternal Son. the true: God, 
and in the Holy Spirit, God coequal with the Father and the 
Son, one God bleſſed for ever, and with acknowledging the 
holy Scriptures ot the Old and New Teſtament to be the reveal 
ed Will and Word of God, whilſt the maintainers thereof a. 
buſe not this liberty to the civil injury of others, or the diſtur= 
bance of the publick peace ; ſo that this. liberty be not exten 
ded to Popery or Prelacy, or to the counten ancing ſuch who 


| 2 horrible blaſphemies, or practiſe or hold forth licenci- 
euſnels or prophanneſs under the profeſſion of Chriſt, and 


therefore not only unto Arm ini ani ſi, Antinomianiſm, Ana. 
baptiſm, Eraitianiſm, Separat iſm, © 6. but alſo to à great part 


of Familiſm, Secinianiſm, Qualeriſu, Pelagianiſm, and many 


Errors that do not only deny and deſtroy many of the beauti- 
ful ſuperſtructures, but do alſo ſtrike at many of the corner 
ſtones, and chief foundations of Chriftian Religion: ſuch a 


Tolerati on as this we conceive cannot be conni ved at, much leſs. 


countenanced and allowed by Maſters of Families in their 
houſholds; by Church. Officers i cbe Churches of Chriſt; or 


by Ehriſtian Magiſtrates in Chriſtian States end Common- 
. wealhs, without palpable croſſing and contradicting the will 


of Gad: revealed in the Scriptures of Fruth, Ges. 18. 19. Gen, 
3. 25 3% 1 Sum. 3. 11, 12, 13, 14. Pal. 101. 1. 1 Tim. 
25 3, 12 Jol. 10. 11. Tit. 3. 10, 11. Rev. 2. 6, 14, 15, 16, 


20. ber. Dent. 13. 6, 11, Cc. Joſth 20. 1. 1 King. 18. 40: 


2 4 


2.Chrop.. 
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a Cn. 15 16, 17. 1 King. 12 26. 2 King, 17 18. Ee 
23.4549: Amos 5.13: Zach. 13.3. Therefore have the Commiſſi- 
oners of the General Alf-mbly of this Church witneſſed! plainly” 
ard fully againſt this Toleration, whilſt it was but yet in the 
bud, Anno 1649. And the Reverend Aſſembly of Divines at 
Meſtminſter, as they have in the Larger Catechiſm in the expoſi- a 


tn of the ſecond Comm indment, reckoned the Tolerating of- 1 


falſe Religions amongſt the fins forbidden therein; ſo in the 
Confeſũion ot Faith, they do affert it to be the duty of the Magi» 

ſtrate to take order that the Truth of God be kept pure and in. 

tire, that all Blaſphemies and Hereſſes be ſuppreſſed, all corrupe* 
tions and abuſes in Worſhip and Diſcipline prevented or refor- 
med, and all the Ordinances of God duly ſetiled. adminiſtred 
and obſerved; and it is a covering will be found not of 
the Lords Spirit, to fay that theſe Commandments and Prece- 
dents, and Threatoings from the Word of God, do not con- 
cern'the Magiſtrate in the days of the Goſpel, not only becatiſe'! 


the ends and reaſons thereof, to wit, the Glory ef God, and. 


he Preſervation of the Image of God, which conſiſts in Hol- 
eſs and Righteouſneſs among the children of Men, are mo. 
il and' perpetual ; but alſo becauſe as the-Lord/hath' propheſi . 
I end promiſed of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate in the days of th 
Goſpel, that he ſhill not defile the place of the Lords Throne; 
and the place of the ſoles of his feet where he will dwell in the. 
dſt of his people, in their ſetting up of their threſſſolds by bis. 
hreſholds, and their poſtes by his Poſtes,  Ezeh-43: 7; 8: 4nd3 
that they Chal! thruſt through the falſe Prophet. Zach 13. 3. 
So hath the Lord jeſus Chriſt Himſelf, who is the King of Kings.) 
and Lord of lords, ſhown them an example, by making aſcourge:\ 
of Cords, and driving buyers and ſellers out of the Temple, 
hich was the only ac of compulſive and external. po Mer that 
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we read of him, to have n in all his Life, that he might 
therein give an example ot that zeal for the Houſe of God, which 
onght to poſſeſs all theſe againſt the profaners of his Temple, and 
polluters of his Church, to whom God hath given a coactive 
power over the outward man: And the Apoſtle Paul Kom.123, 
in laying down the Magiſtrats duty, bath inſtructed us, that he 
beareth the ſword to be a terror to evil Works; we mean ſuch 
as appsaring in the outward Man, do mar the glory ot God and 

tho good of men, and are ſubject to cogntzance and trial by men 
of which ſore are many Errors and Hereſies and Blaſphe mies, 

2 Phil.2: 2 Joha110.2. Tim.3 13. Tit.3.10. Rom. i6. 17. And 

is ic not propbeſied in the Book ot the Revelation, That the 
Kingdoms of the Marld ſhall become the Krngdoms of our Lord 
am of bi Ghrift, and that the ten horns Hail hate the whore, and 
male her deſolata and n4ked, and ſhall eat her fleſh aud burn ler 
with fire, Rev. 1 l: 15: Rev: 17: 16: 4 Yea, is not the preſent 
Powers their taking upon them to reſtrain Popery and Prelacy, 
an undenyabſe acknowledgment, that the Civil Magiſtrat hath 
power given of God ſo to do: and it in theſe things, why not 
in other things that are no leſs prejudicial to the glory of God & 
ſpiritual good of men. 2. Becauſe ſuch 2 Toleration is utterly 
repognant unto, and inconſiſtent with the ind iſpenſible Outh 
of God in the. Sole] League and Covenant, proſeſſed to be i 
made in the preſence of Almighty God the ſearcher of all heart: 
wich & true intent to perform the fame, as we ſhall anſwer at that 
gteat days when the ſeerets ot. all bearcs ſhall. be diſcloſed. Is 
this Toletation che pertarming of theſe Vos of Ood upon us? 
Or is ix not: the way to eaſt louſe the Reformed Religion in Scot- 
land, to hinder Reformation in E. gland. to mar Uniformity in 
one Couſeſſion of Faith, Directory ot Worſhip, Catechiſm, and 
form of Church Governmeub And ſhall 8 CHELIPArs 
29 uper- 
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uperſtit ion, Herelie, Schiſm, Prophaneſs and whatſoever ſhall' 0 - } 


be found contraty to ſound Doctrine and the power of, Godli- 
neſs > Or is it not the way to nurſe them upon our Br 


Sand 


dandle them vpon our Knees ? Is this to free our ſouls from 
the guilt of other mens ſins? Or is it not to ſuffer ſin upon them 
yea, to partake with them therein, and fo partake of their 


plagues? is this to make the Lord one and His Name one in 


the three Kingdoms? Or is it not rather to multiply our gods 


according to the number of our cities. g. Becauſe this Tolera- 


tion by the countenance which it hath had in this Nation theſe 


ſeven years paſt, hath already produced! many ſad and finſal 
effects, ſuch as. the growth and increaſe of Popery, the ſpread» 
ing of Libertisiſis, Qualeriſm, Anabaptiſ*e, and the prophan+ 
ning of the Lords day, and deſpiſing of the Ordinances and pub- 


lick Aſſemblies of the Lords people, the contempt and caſtisg 


louſe of Church Dilcipline, the cauſele(s and udjuſt revolt of men 
ot a malignant Spirit from iheir on lawful)Paſtars and Church 
Officers; and ſundry ſuch hike that are deſtructive unto iety 


and Godlineſs, and to unity and order: And it God ſhall dot 
be graciouſl / pleaſed by a wonderful work of power and mercy 
to prevent it, hat can be expected when it i no fſtamedimto 
2 Law, and all Laws to the comrary repealed and taken away; . 


but that it ſhould prove the inletto all ſore of Hrror and diſtraſti 


on and confuſion: Who knows not how fertile the ſpiritf 
man is of vain imaginations, and how prone to change the Truth 
of God into a lĩeꝰ that hardly cam altheſe bonnds that areidex- 
unts it, and thieſe bands that are pui upon it by the Lord, wing: 
im proven by men to the outmoſt diligente and carekeeped/tramm 
debording into ertot and louſneſs, ſhall ic not then over fla] 
its banks when it may do it without contradiction 3 veafn 
many things expect countenance and protection therein. 2 
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under foot, how the precious Truths of the Soſpel ſhall be 
Icorrüpted und perverted,” how the-Ordinances of; Chtiſt ſhall 

be contemned and (et ar nought. how | His Government ſhall 
be | overthrown, His Officers had in contempt, His Worſhip 
polluted; His day profaned, how peoples minds ſhall be trou · 
led, and ſouls ſubverted how the power of Gadlineſs ſhall 
ce eaten out with vain janglings, how the whole work of Re- 
formation ſhalh not only be tetarded and obſtructed, but in a 
Prear'meafure-( if not utrerly ) iendted void, how in ſtead of 
Reforniation, we ſhall have Deformation, in ſtead of the pow: 
or: of Oodligels, vain jangling, inſtead of love, bitter Heart - 

_ -burnjogg and jes louſies, in ſtead of union, ſchiim and diviſion, 
in ſtead of peace, contention and trite, in ſtead of Order and 
Government, auarchy and confuſion ; yea, what elſe. can be 
the ſtuits that ſuch an evil tree can bring totth, or the fireams 
that dan iſſue from ſo bitter and impure a fountain, but that at 
last bur Candleſtick ſhould be removed, and our Sunſet in a (ad 

mi lit of obſcure darkneſs: It is above ali conttadiction, that as 
the fer of Rome theſe hundred years paſt, hath always: had an 


* .eyeupon: Britain for reducing the Churches of Chtiſt therein, 


_patotheir former {objetionunts the man of lin, ſo hath not her 
hapes been more hightened by any thing, than by this Tolers 
tion ; becauſe thereby, ad vantage is mininſtted for ſending forih 
her emiſſaries for crying down a Miniſtery and Ordinances, and 
_perxetting of the precious Truihs'of God, and inſtilling into 
peoplei miiids the ſeeds of the Popiſh doctrine, which maketh 
many wiſe men ſear, that theſe Nations ſhall again at laſt, be 
rarried back again into Rome, and be ſwallowed in Popiſh ſu- 
e oo 65 a9 net. 
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Next, As we do profeſſe the ſorrow of our hearts, ſo we do. tes 


tifie the abhorency of our ſouls, againſt all the injuries and affroms 
that have been orare offered and done to the National Covenant 


of Scotland, and to the Solemn . and Covenant of England, | 
l 2 


Scotland and Irelandilt is too much fin upon theſe Nations (whereo 

we acknowledge our ſelves to have a large ſhare ) that -they have 
not attended the duties to which they are reſpe&ively engaged 
therein, with that ſincerity, reality and conſtancy that beſeenis fo 
ſacred and ſolemn vows made unto God, but have through the 
power of an. unſound &luke warm heart and an unſtable ſpitit come 
ſhort exceedingly therein ; yea, have fallen in many breaches of 
all the Articles thereof: but what a dreadfull aſtoniſhing thing is it, 
the like whereof we believe hath ſcarce been heard amongſt the 
heathen, that theſe ſolemn Vows and Covenants (which for the 
ſolemnity, hath had but few parallels among the Nations) ſhould 
not only be ſcorned and derided by open adverſaries, but vilified, 
reproached, oppoſed and trodden under foot by many who have 

therein opened their mouths unto God, and ſubſcribed and ſealed 
them with theic hands ; yea, ſought to be buried in oblivion, that 
the name thereof as to the obligation of them; may be no more 
mentioned nor remembred. We cannot remember nor repeat but 


wich much indignation and abhorrency of ſpirit, how ſome hath 


raiſed upon and reviled it to that height of impudency and impi- 
ety, as to call it Nebaſt ane, the brazen Serpent that fhould be broken 
to pieces and ground to powder, leſt men fall down to werlbip it, 
and to compare the prefling of it to the Papiſts holding up the ido- 
lat rous evchariſt in the eyes of the "$M that they may fall down 
and worlbip it: And how others of no better ſpirit have been bold 
to call it a device of the devil, a curſed Covenant hatched in hell; 
And which doth more afflict us, as being a more pub ick fin upon 
theſe Nations, not only is there no Law nor Declaration ſince the 
year 1651, dezlaring the ſtanding obligation thereof, and former 


Laws and Declarations relating thereunto to be ſtill in force, but 
he very formal tye and obligation thereof is forgotten and laid aſide 


and all Laws, Statutes and Ordinances, and Clauſes in any Law 
ttatute and Ordinance relating to the tye and eſtabliſhment thereof, 


epealed, ſo far as they are 8 to the Liberty and TLoleration 


in 
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in things Religious. holden forth in the Petition of advice. Oh that 
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we were ſenſible of the diſhonour that is done to God in theſe things 
and of the dreadful guilt that theſe Nations are involved into there- 
by, and of the great wrath that is like to come thereupon, becauſe 
of the ſame, If Covenant breaking be a moſt hainous and dange- 
rousoffence complai ned of, condemned, threatned and ſeverely 
plagued of God, P/al. 78. 34, 35, 36, 37. Fer. 11. 10 2 Kings 17, 
15. Lev. 26, 25. Deut. 29. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, Fer. 22. 8, 9. EXA. ij. 
15. Amos 1. 9. Foſh. 7. 11, 12. 2 Sam. 2i. 1, 2. If it be true which 
was delivered from the Word of the Lord by a Reverend Divine in 
his exhortation made to the honourable Houſe of Cemmons, and 
reverend Divines of the Aſſembly at London, before he read the Co- 
venant, That a Truce breaker is reckoned up among ft the vileſt of Cbri- 
ftians, 2 Tim. 3: 3. So a Covenant breaker 15 liſted amonegſt the worſt 
of Heathens, Rem: 1+ 31: And which from the ſame Word of Truth 
was delivered by another Reverend Divine at the taking of the Co- 


venant by the Honourable Committee of Eſtates, and Reverend 


Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly in Scerland, That God will 
ſhake out every man from bis Houſe, and from his lab zur that performed 
ot the words of this promiſe, Neh: 5:13: If( we lay ) theſe be the true 


 fayings of God, as no doubt they are, becauſe delivered by the God 


of Truth, in the Scriptures of Truth, have we not reaſon upon the 


bearing thereof, to be afraid, that great is the wrath of the Lord 


that is kindled againſt the Inhabitants of theſe Nations, becauſe of 
forſaking and deſpiſing of his Covenant; and upon that account 
not only to mourn and humble our ſelves in private, but alſo to 
give publick warning thereof unto others, that ( if the Lord fo will) 
we may perſwade them alſo to humble themſelves and repent ; or 
if they will not hearken and hear,that we may deliver owr own ſouls 
by bearing witneſs to God and his Truth, and by not hating our 


Brother in our heart, but in any ways rebuking'our neighbeur, and 


not ſuffering fin upon him, Lev. 19. 17. 


7 
. 


In the laft place, We do alfo as Miniſters of the Goſpel, teſtife 


our diſſke, that the Civil powers who now bear rule over this Nati- 


on, ſhould ingroſs into their treaſury, the legal ſettled mainte- 
nance of all the vacand Churches into the Land, and put the diſ- 
poſing thereof into the hands of a Civil Judicatory, without whoſe 
Miteryenting approbation and warrand (notwithſtanding of the! 
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being called oF the Congregatien, and approven and admitted by : 


the Presbytry) none ſhall be authorized or admitted to any ſuc 


vacant living or benefice, as is due to the Miniſtry in Scotland, and 


that they do not allow them this approbation and warrant, until 
firſt they do declare under their hands, their purpoſe and reſoluti- 


on to live peaceably under the preſent Government. 1. Becauſe 


this way is contrary'unto the Word of God, - The divine right of 


the maintenance of Miniſters is a truth that is clearly taught in the 


Scriptures, both of the Old and New Teftament, Numb. 18. 8, 9. 


Dent. 14. 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29.Ezek, 45, I, 2, 3, 4,5, 6,7. 


Matth. 10. 10, Luk. 10. 7. I Cor. 9. 4, 5, 6, 75 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 


14. Gal. 6. 6. 1 Tim. 5. 17, And the Scriptures alſo teach, that as 


it is the Magiſtrates duty to ſee ſufficient proviſion made for the 
Miniſtry, and (if need be) to ſupply their want out of their own 
treaſury, I/. 49. 21. Iſa. 60. 10. 1 Chron, 29. 1,2, 3, 4. 2 Chron. 
31. 2, 3, 4, Ce. Nebem. 13. 10, 11,12, 13. Gen. 47, 22, So alſo 
that is a great ſin before the Lord for them, or any other, to take 
away or devour, or intervert holy things that are now already 
ſettled and devoted unto the maintenance of the Goſpel, and of 
the Worſhip of God, Levit. 27. 10, 32, 33. Deut. 26. 12, 13, 14, 
15. Prov. 20. 25. 2 King : 16. 17. 2 Chron. 25. 24. Joel 3. 4, f. 
Mal. 3. 8. 9. A#. 19. 37; Rem. 2. 22: Add to theſe things, that 
the Church of Scotland hath a proper patrimony and rents of her 
own, competent for the entertaining ofher Miniſters, founded for 
moſt part upon the tithes and allocations out of the ſame, and 
upon particular dotations and mortifications of private and publick 
benefactors. 2. That there is no footſtep in the Word of God of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, his approhation of aMiniſter in the Houſe of God, 
as neceſſary, before he have right unto, or power to intromet with 
his maintainance; or ofthe Civil Magiſtrate his being warranted to 
put a bar upon the legal maintainance of the Miniſters of theGoſpel, 
that is due untothem by vertue of their office, or to reſtrain it, un- 
til firſt they have given bonds for their peaceable deportment un- 
der his Government; But that upon the contrary, the Word of 


the Lord doth clearly teach, that Miniſters maintainance is due by 


vertue of their office, and without any ſuch interventing appro- 
bation from the Civil Magiſtrate; ot any ſuch bonds required of 
them, or given by them: n 37, 36. — 
_;- -- "m4 2 8 
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eth the maintainance of the Priefts, the portion of their anointing, 
tin the day when he preſented. them to miniſter unto the Lord in 
he Prieſts office, which the Lord commanded to be given them of 
the children of I/rael, in the day when he anointed them by a 
ſtatute for ever, throughout their generations, which is repeated 
again, Namb 18. 18. their maintainance is in many Texts of Sori- 
pture, called their inheritance, which they were as freely to en- 
joy, as the people did enjoy their inheritances. The light of na- 
ture taught a heathen King to allow heathen Prieſts ſomewhat 
more in the freedome of their enjoy ments, then to the reſt of his 
Subjects, Gen. 47. 22. and the part of Levi's Covenant of Mini - 
ers, having acceſs to their maintainance freely by vertue of their 
office, is of force under the Goſpel, as well as under the Law, as we 
may ſee from the 45 Chapter of the propheſie of Ezekiel: It is there 
appointed that an holy 7 of the land be aſſigned for the 
Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Sanctuary, and given unto chem in- 
mediatly by the aſſignment and Commandment. of God, without 
ſuch interventing approbation of any Civil Authority, or any ſuch 
promiſes required of them, or made by them, as previous unto their 


right thereunto. And the ſame thing is alſo clearly conſequent 


from theſe: Texts in the New Teſtament which we have cited al- 
ready, that do prove the maintainance of Miniſters under the Goſ 
pel, to be due to them, Jure Divino, and by vertue of their office. 
3% This way of aſſuming and diſpoſing of the maintainance of the 

Miniſters of the Golpel, is contrary unto the Liberties, and Pri- 
viledges, and Conſtitutions of this Church, founded upon the word 
of God, and confirmed by a conſtant current of many wholſome 
Laws and Atﬀs of Parliament, made in favours ef the Church. 1. 
Book of Diſcipline, Head fifth and ſixth, 2. Book of Diſcipline, 
Chap, 9. 10. 12. Act of the General Aſſembly at Edinburgh December, 
25+ 1566. Articles touching Reformation condeſeended upon in 
the Aſſembly at Edinburgh, Suh 21; 1567: A& of the Aſſembly at 
Edinburgh, April 24. 1576, Act ot Parliament at Idiaburgb, October 24 
T 581; Act of Parliament at Edinburgh, January 1. 1592. As alſo, the 6, 
7,and 8. Acts of K, Co. 2. Parliament at Edinburgh,June 11. 1640. with 
many other Atgof the General Aſſemblies of this Church, and Ads 
of Parliament of this Nation, as will caſiy appear to any that (bali 
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peruſe the regiſters of Kirk andSrate» 3. Becauſe it doth clearly ted 
unto the bringing of the Church and the Miniſters thereof in bon= 
dage unto the luſts and will of men, by taking from them li. 
berty of diſcharging their Conſciences in declaring all the counſel 
of God, and reproving of the ſins of all men freely, and without 
reſpect of perſons. Thus being bound in the ſpirit, we have been 
onſtrained in this cold and declining time (wherein few are va- 
Rant for the Truth, or do faithfully and zealouſly plead for the 
Lord and His Intereſts, and many do conſpire for making 
void of His Law, (though bleffed be His Majeſty, he wants not 
a cloud of honourable Witneſſes in theſe Nations, who have gone 
be fore us in theſe things, the meaſure of whoſe teſtimony we do 
defire in ſome things to fill up) according to the light & ftrength 
which we have received of the Lord, to ſtand up for His precious + 
Truth, - and to teſtifie before God, Angels and Men, our owning 
and approving of the Doctrine, Worſhip and Government of the 
Church of Scotland, and of the National Covenant, and of the 
Solemn League and Covenant of the three Nations, and of ſo 
much of the work of Uniformity in Religion, as is attained in one 
Confeflion of Faith, Directory of Worſhip, form of Church- governs - 
ment, and Catechiſing ; and to profeſs and avouch our adherance 
unto all theſe, as having their Foundations laid in the bleſſed Word 
of Truth, and as being agreeable to that rule that bringeth peace in 
walking according thereto ; and to diſclaim and diſavow all things 
that are contrary and deſtructive thereunto, eſpecially the manifeld * | 
Errors and Hereſies of theſe Times, and the vaſt Tolleration there- - q 
of now eſtabliſhedin a Law, and that groſs Eraflianiſm whereby the 4 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, are in many things by exotick 
owers,extorted out of the hands of Jeſus Ehriſt,and the Officers of 
is Houſe, and the Liberties of His Houſe wronged, and his Ser- 
vants brought into bondage, in all which we have ( ſo far as we 
have obtained mercy to know our own Hearts) confidence to take , 
God to record upon ourſouls, that we have not deſired nor defigned j 
to provoke any, nor to appear ſingular ; but in the ſimplicity of 
our hearts, to diſcharge our concience to our flocks, and to this 
whole Church and Nation, and to all that are interefted and con 
cerned in theſe things, and to the Churches and Saints abroa 8 
ny 
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many as heat hereof, and to our peſteritie when we are gone.” 
therefore we have only to add, firſt, That it is the earneſt defire of 
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15 (34) | | 
pet. ſouls, and our ſetious exortation and warning to theſe our flocks, 
and to all the Lords people in the Land, that they would labour to 


* 


| have the Word of God richly dwelling in them, that they may be 


able to try the ſpirits, and to difcern of things that differ, to know 
what is Truth, and what is Error, and what is right, and what is 
wrong, and that they would ſtudy to be rooted in the faith and in 
the love of Jeſus Chriſt, and of His precious Truth and Ordinances, 
retaining an honourable Eſtimation thereof in their hearts, and 
expreſſing their ſincere affection and reſpect thereunto in all their 
way, and that they would ſtudy to keep freſh upon their Souls, the 
remembrrnce. of all the goodneſs of the Lord, and of all the great 
works that he hath done for us, and for our fathers of old; and of 
our ſolemn Vows and Covenants made with God inthe fight of An- 
gels and Men, and never to ſuffer ſuch forgetfulneſs and profanity 
to poſſeſs them, as to think themſelves louſed from the true and ge- 
nuine tye thereof; but to keep themſelves under the bond of the 
ſame, and fincerely, really and conſtantly, to endeavour the per- 
formance of the duties to which they arethereby obliged, and that 
they may not be offended nor ſtumble at Jeſus Chrift and His work, 


nor faint, nor caſt away their confidence, becauſe of backſlidings, 


and revoltings, and diviſions, and hereſies; or becauſe of diſap. 
pointments, and reproaches, and contradictions, and oppoſitions, 
and oppreſſions, and perſecutions, for theſe things muſt be, that they 
which are approven may be made manifeſt, but that they be ſtrong 
in the Lord, and in the power of His might, poſſeſſing their ſouls 
In patience, and waiting for His ſalvation, knowing, that he that 
endureth to the end, (ball be ſaved; aud in the mean while, com- 
forting themſelves in this, that God hath notcaſt off the care of His 


Church and people in this Land. It is a mercy moſt worthy of our 


obſervation, that Errors and Hereſies, notwithſtanding all the ad- 
vantages they have had theſe ſeven years paſt in Scotland, have taken 
hold but of few Profeſſors, formerly nored for the knowledge and 


love of the Truth; and that the preaching of the Goſpel, notwith- 


ſtanding all the diſadvantages it hath been attended with theſe 


years, yet hath been bleſſed of God in ſeveral places of the Land, 
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to the bringing in and building up of Souls: an evidence that the 
Lord is yet amongft us, & a promiſing branch of hope that he will re- 
Vive his work, & bring forth his remnant, & continue to dwell 52 * 
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70 WCatter from [everal Minifers bemologativg, the! former To fimony * 
SR "* Rverend and dear Brethren, Being informed that you are upon 


_ though*s of cauſing Print the Teſtimony, given by you in bebalt 
«of the D:QArine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Gevernmenc of the Kirk 
i. of Salad, and of the National Covenant, and Solemn League and 
un Covenant, and the work of Uniformity in Religion, and againſt the 
Errers, Hereſies, and Blaſphemics of th Times, and the Peleration thereof, &c, 
Ku taking to our ſerious confiderationthe manifold dangers that do thresten Rev 
ligion, aud the Worſhip of God in theſe Nations,eſpecially in this Church, with the 
- E@ntiauance and increaſe thettof day by day: We could net but encourage you 
© therein; and for the exoneration of our own ſouls, joyn with you as jay nt wite 
neſſes in thoſe. matters. We could have wiſhed, and we know fo alſo could ye, 
E at there had been a new draught fitted in every thing, te the preſent ſtare and 


= 
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Lon of the Time, and to the workings of the ſpirit of delaſion therein? and 
ia ſpeeial way taking nþtice of that unhappy Petition lately ſubſerib-d and pro- 
-mored by ſome few of our Courtrey men, in behalf of the vaſt Tolerat ion that 

is now on foot in theſe Nations, a Petitiga that we are the more bound to wit- 
- mefs againſt ; becauſe it is commonly Reported and we believe. net without 
ground, ro be ſubſcribed by Mr. Thomas: Ireland, Who did once profeſs hemſelf to 


de of our number, whoſk miſcarriage in that particular, as we deſire to be 4255 


pied before God for it: 30 we judge it our duty, and we know alſo: ſe de 
- _Cebeirwitneſs s gainſt it b-fore the world; but knowing that it weuld taken 
long time before that new dtaught sf a Teſtimony could be condeſcended up- 
on, by theſe that live at ſuch a diſtaſte, eſpecially in the Winter ſeaſon : We 
theught it better to encourage Lan te publiſh this, and te —— 5 
ent opportunity of the ſignifying our conſent thereunto, chan to dUay; being 
"altogether uncertain a har the preſent confuſions might bring forth. Thar we 
"did nor at the ſt ſubſcribing joyn therein, as not upon any diſſati faction up- 
on che matter; which it cehtzins, we being abundantly clear in that from the be- 
' + ginning, bat ſome of us were cut off from the occafien, by phyſical impediments, 
Alnd others knowing that there was at that time ſome endeayours and cxpeRatien 
of an addreſs to be made by ſeveral Synods, to the Civil Powers, for remedying 
"of the evils which yeu then thought fit to witneſs againſt in ſuch a way, he 
"judged it more expedient for the time, to delay the: giving of any ſuch Teſti- 
mony, untill theſe addreſſes ſhou!d prove ineſſectual: and there being now ap 
acceſs thereunto, we are very free to homologte your Teſtimony, and de 
declare our*eonſent and adherence to the ſame, deficing that it may be conſtritell 
| ef the-world, and actepted of God, not only as your, but & ours and yours joy 
. I commending you to the gtace of God, we continus 
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